
COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM A 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

SUBJECT: 

Conformance to Open Meeting Law. 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
None. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 

Announcement of actions taken to conform to the Open Meeting Law will be reported at the 
meeting. 



 

COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM B 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 
 

SUBJECT: 
 
Comments from the public.  (No action may be taken on a matter raised under this item of the 
agenda until the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an item upon which 
action may be taken.) 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM:  
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
None. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM C 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 
 

SUBJECT: 
For Possible Action:  Approval of minutes of the August 11, 2020 meeting. 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM:  
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
Approval of the minutes will be recommended at the meeting. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 
 
 
The minutes of the August 11, 2020 meeting is enclosed for your review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
The Colorado River Commission of Nevada (Commission) meeting was held at 1:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, August 11, 2020 via video conference, pursuant to Emergency 
Directive 006, section 1. 
 
COMMISSIONERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Chairwoman        Puoy K. Premsrirut  
Vice Chairwoman       Kara J. Kelley 
Commissioner        Allen J. Puliz 
Commissioner       Cody T. Winterton 
Commissioner       Dan H. Stewart 
Commissioner       Justin Jones 
Commissioner       Marilyn Kirkpatrick 
 
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 
Special Counsel, Attorney General     Christine Guerci 
 
COMMISSION STAFF IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Executive Director       Eric Witkoski 
Senior Assistant Director      Sara Price 
Chief of Finance and Administration    Douglas N. Beatty 
Assistant Director, Hydropower     Gail Bates 
Assistant Director, Engineering and Operations   Robert Reese 
Assistant Director, Energy Information Systems   Kaleb Hall 
Manager, Natural Resources Program    Angela Slaughter 
Senior Energy Accountant      Gail L. Benton 
Natural Resource Analyst      Warren Turkett, Ph.D.  
Natural Resource Analyst      Peggy Roefer 
Senior Energy Accountant      Stephanie Salleroli  
System Coordinator        Chris Smith 
Office Manager       Gina L. Goodman 
Administrative Assistant IV      Kathryn Aguilar 
Administrative Assistant IV      Kira Bakke 
Administrative Assistant II      Tamisha Randolph 
 
OTHERS PRESENT; REPRESENTING 
 
Self         Aleta Dupree 
Southern Nevada Water Authority     Jordan Bunker 
Southern Nevada Water Authority     Scott Krantz  
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The Colorado River Commission of Nevada (Commission) meeting was called to 
order by Chairwoman Premsrirut at 1:32 pm. Chairwoman Premsrirut welcomed 
and introduced Commissioner Justin Jones to the Commission.  
 
A. Conformance to Open Meeting Law.   
 
Executive Director Eric Witkoski confirmed that the meeting was posted in 
compliance with the Open Meeting Law. 
 
B.  Comments from the public.  (No action may be taken on a matter raised 
under this item of the agenda until the matter itself has been specifically 
included on an agenda as an item upon which action will be taken.) 
 
Chairwoman Premsrirut asked if there were any comments from the public.   
 
There were none.  
 
C. For Possible Action:  Approval of minutes of the June 9, 2020 meeting. 
 
Commissioner Stewart moved for approval of the minutes.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Puliz and approved by those present.  
 
D. For Possible Action: Consideration of and possible action to adopt the 
Colorado River Commission of Nevada's fiscal year 2022 and 2023 budget 
request. 
 
Chief of Finance and Administration, Douglas Beatty, presented  the  CRCNV  
budget recommendation  for  fiscal  year  2022  and  2023. 
 
At the June 9, 2020 Commission meeting a draft budget was introduced to the 
Commission.  A draft was provided to all the Commission’s customers on May 2, 
2020.  Staff met with the power customers on May 26, 2020 to review the proposed 
budget and other information. The acronym USBR referenced in the budget 
information for the Research & Development Fund (4497) has been defined as 
United States Bureau of Reclamation.  
 
No additional comments, inquiries, or requests for changes have been received 
from customers, Commissioners, or interested parties, but Staff has identified two 
changes that have been made to the budget for fund 4490.  The $900 charge for 
storage space has been reinstated to accommodate storage of some remaining 
files, and the proposed contract for hydropower billing support has been reduced 
from $125,000 in each year of the biennium to $65,000 in the first year and $60,000 
in the second year (a reduction of $125,000 over the biennium).  No additional 
changes impacting the budget were received. 
 
Mr. Beatty explained once the budget was adopted by the Commission, the budget 
process will continue as follows:  
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• The budget will be conformed to the State Budget format and submitted as 
the agency request in the first phase of the budget process.  

• The budget will then be reviewed by the agency's assigned Budget Analyst 
and the Director of the Governor's Finance Office (GFO) and revised as 
necessary for inclusion in the Executive Budget.  

• The revised budget will be returned to the Commission's staff for review and 
a budget meeting with the Director of the GFO, assigned analysts and 
representatives of the Legislative Fiscal Staff will be scheduled and held if 
necessary.  

• The Governor's Finance Office will develop the Governor's Recommended 
Budget for the Colorado River Commission as a component of the complete 
State Budget. The complete State Executive Budget, once reviewed and 
approved by the Governor, will be presented to the Nevada Legislature 
early next year. 

• The budget committees of the Nevada Legislature will schedule hearing(s) 
to review the budget request. This usually happens late in March or early in 
April for the Commission's portion of the Executive Budget.  

• The Legislature will develop and approve the final budget based on the 
Governor's request and the information provided at the various budget 
hearings.  

• The budget as approved by the Legislature is then incorporated into the 
State accounting system and the Commission's funds and accounts are 
then controlled by the adopted amounts.  
 

Staff recommended the Commission adopt the 2022 and 2023 budget and 
authorize the budget request be submitted to the Governor's Finance Office for 
inclusion in the Executive Budget in the form required under the State budgeting 
guidelines. 
 
Chairwoman Premsrirut asked to confirm for the record that no interested party 
has made any comment on the proposed budget since the budget presentation.  
 
Mr. Beatty affirmed that this was correct.  
 
Chairwoman Premsrirut asked to confirm that the two revisions detailed in this 
presentation have been the only changes since the budget presentation.  
 
Mr. Beatty again affirmed that this was correct.  
 
Vice Chairwoman Kelley thanked Staff and moved for approval to adopt the 
Colorado River Commission of Nevada's fiscal year 2022 and 2023 budget 
request. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stewart and approved 
by unanimous vote.  
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E. For Information Only: Update on pending legal matters, including 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission or Public Utilities Commission of 
Nevada filings. 
 
Special Counsel Christine Guerci presented an update on pending legal matters 
involving the Commission.  
 
In Save the Colorado v. Dept of the Interior, record has been filed for the case and 
is being reviewed by those representing the intervening states.  
 
Oral argument for Navajo Nation v. Department of the Interior will be conducted 
via videoconference on October 16, 2020 in the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit.  
 
Chairwoman Premsrirut expressed interest in viewing the Oral argument for 
Navajo Nation v. Department of the Interior and asked if there were any further 
questions or comments. There were none.  
 
F. For Information Only: Status update from Staff on the hydrological 
conditions, drought, and climate of the Colorado River Basin, Nevada’s 
consumptive use of Colorado River water, the drought contingency plan, 
impacts on hydropower generation, electrical construction activities and 
other developments on the Colorado River. 
  

Dr. Warren Turkett, Natural Resource Analyst, gave a status update on the 
hydrological conditions, drought, and climate of the Colorado River Basin, 
Nevada’s consumptive use of Colorado River water, and other developments on 
the Colorado River.  

 
 Summary of Lake Powell, Lake Mead, and Nevada Water Supply  
 Precipitation and Temperature  
 Upper Basin Snowpack Accumulation 
 Water Use in Southern Nevada 
 Unregulated Inflow, Current and Projected Reservoir Status 

 
A copy of the report is attached and made a part of the minutes. (See Attachment 
A.) 
 
Chairwoman Premsrirut asked to highlight for the record that as of Water Year 
2019, Southern Nevada was currently banking 22% of their unused allocation, an 
increase from the 17% banked as of Water Year 2018.  
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G. Comments from the public. (No action may be taken on a matter raised 
under this item of the agenda until the matter itself has been specifically 
included on an agenda as an item upon which action may be taken.) 
 
 
Chairwoman Premsrirut asked if there were any comments or questions from the 
public. 
 
Aleta Dupree, a member of the public, thanked the Commission for the opportunity 
to comment by phone. She stated that she appreciated the very detailed and easy 
to understand presentation regarding Southern Nevada’s water use, that it is 
important to remember that the CRCNV should be a partner in conservation for 
water and electricity, and that low hydrological conditions could lead to lower levels 
of available electricity.  Additionally, she stated that hydropower from the Hoover 
Dam should be able to be supplemented with renewable energy sources, 
especially for low-income, disabled, and senior citizens at no additional cost.  
 
Chairwoman Premsrirut asked if there were any further comments or questions 
from the public. There were none.  
 
H. Comments and questions from the Commission members. 
 
Chairwoman Premsrirut asked if there were any comments or questions from the 
Commission members.  
 
Vice Chairwoman Kelley again welcomed Commissioner Jones to the 
Commission.  
 
I. Selection of the next possible meeting date. 
 

The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 8, 
2020, at the Clark County Government Center, Commission Chambers, 500 South 
Grand Central Parkway, Las Vegas, Nevada.  
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J. Adjournment. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:07 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________
Eric Witkoski, Executive Director 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

        
Puoy K. Premsrirut, Chairwoman 



ATTACHMENT A

1

Colorado River Commission of Nevada

Hydrology and Water Use Update

1

Warren Turkett

August 11, 2020

Summary

2

Nevada Water Supply
• Southern Nevada has 9 years of water supply banked. 1

• In 2019, Southern Nevada used 22% less than its annual allocation.

Storage Elevation (f) % Capacity Change since last year

Lake Mead 1,084.3 40% 1.3 ft

Lake Powell 3,604.5 51% -16.9 ft
Data retrieved August 9, 2020
1 Based on historical Southern Nevada water use. 

Lake Mead
• Reclamation will release the August 24 Month study on August 14, which

determines the upcoming water years operations.
• Reclamation has essential staff continuing to operate the reservoirs water

releases and hydropower generation.

Lake Powell
• Upper Basin snowpack reached the seasonal average in April.
• Dry conditions this water year have reduced the unregulated inflow forecasts.
• Water Year 2020 unregulated inflow is forecasted at 59% of average.

1

2
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2

Precipitation and Temperature

3

Above Lake Powell July precipitation: 70%
Above Lake Powell water year 2020 cumulative precipitation: 82%

Unregulated Inflow, Current and Projected 
Reservoir Status

4

Acre-Feet % Average

Acre-Feet % Capacity

Projected unregulated inflow to Lake Powell

ElevationReservoir
Current Current Storage Current

Projected 
Elevation on

1/1/20211

Water Year 2020 6,356,000 59%*

April thru July 2020 3,758,000 52%*

Lake Mead 1,084.3 10,393,000 40% 1,085.6

Lake Powell 3,604.5 12,332,000 51% 3,594.4
Data retrieved August 9, 2020
1 Based on Reclamation’s July 2020 24 Month Study Most Probable Inflow.

* 2020 forecast reduced due to below average precipitation and dry soil conditions.

3

4
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3

Water Use In Southern Nevada

5

Nevada Annual Allocation 300,000

Diversion 472,314

Return Flows 238,318

Consumptive Use 233,996

Unused Allocation Available for Banking 66,004 (22%)

Ground Water Recharge in So. Nevada 358,315

Banked in Lake Mead 785,913

Banked in California and Arizona 944,071

Total 2,088,299

January-June 2020 224,096 112,112 111,984

2019 Actual Use in Acre-Feet

Diversions Return Flows

Southern Nevada Water Use

Southern Nevada Water Use

Banked Water (through end of 2019)                                                     Acre-Feet

Consumptive Use

5



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM D 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

SUBJECT: 
For Possible Action:  Consideration of and possible action by the Colorado River Commission of 
Nevada (Commission) to adjust the amount of collateral posted by the Commission’s retail 
industrial contractors for Calendar Year 2021. 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 

RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
Staff recommends that the Commission set the amount of the required collateral for each retail 
industrial contractor as shown below. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 

NRS 538.181(2) requires that certain of the Commission’s power contractors provide collateral “in 
such sum and in such manner as the Commission may require, conditioned on the full and faithful 
performance” of their power contracts.  NAC 538.744 requires “during October of each operating 
year, and at any other time it deems necessary, the Commission will conduct a review to determine 
creditworthiness of each of its contractors.”  Based on that review, the Commission establishes 
the amount and prescribes the way the contractor is required to furnish collateral pursuant to its 
contracts with the Commission. 

To determine the collateral required for each industrial contractor for Calendar Year 2021, Staff 
calculated the minimum collateral requirement which is 25 percent of that contractor’s Gross 
Annual Purchases during the test period of October 1, 2019 through September 30, 2020.  The 
contractor’s “Gross Annual Purchase” reflects the contractor’s power and related expenses during 
the test period and does not include revenues that might become available to the contractor to 
offset those expenses.  Staff also reviewed each contractor’s payment history. 

Based on its review, Staff recommends that the collateral requirement for each of its retail 
contractors be set at the minimum collateral requirement with the exception of EMD Acquisition, 
LLC d.b.a. Borman Specialty Materials (Borman).  Staff recommends no change in Borman’s 
collateral.  Borman has paid late twice in the last 12 months and is forecasting an increase in its 
load of approximately 22 percent.  Market prices during the summer can be quite volatile and are 
projected to exceed $100/MWh during the summer of 2021 during the peak periods. Consequently, 
if the Commission needs to acquire market purchases for Borman, especially during the Summer 
of 2021, the Commission faces increased financial risk.   Because uncertainty in contractor loads 
and high prices forecasted in the market can introduce additional financial risk to the Commission, 
Staff recommends the collateral for Borman be maintained at the current level.    

All of the Commission’s retail contractors have posted cash collateral except for Titanium Metals 
Corporation which has posted a letter of credit.  Staff recommends no change in the form of 
collateral being posted. 

Continued on next page… 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM D (CONTINUED) 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND (CONTINUED): 

Contractor 

Minimum 
Collateral 

Requirement 

Recommended 
Collateral 

Requirement 
Present 

Collateral 
Change from 

Present 
Basic Water Company $275,211.50 $275,211.50 $270,983.82 $4,227.68 
Lhoist North America $21,078.60 $21,078.60 $18,978.84 $2,099.76 
Borman Specialty 
Materials $706,081.55 $750,000.00 $750,000.00 $0.00 
Olin Chlor Alkaline 
Products $67,641.39 $67,641.39 $77,023.62 ($9,382.23) 
Titanium Metals 
Corporation $2,002,197.30 $2,002,197.30 $2,693,081.13 ($690,883.83) 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM E 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

SUBJECT: 
For Possible Action: Consideration of and possible action to approve Letter Agreement No. 20-
DSR-12963 between Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) and the Colorado River 
Commission of Nevada (Commission) for the Tracking and Transfer of Renewable Energy 
Certificates (RECs) using the Western Renewable Energy Generation Information System 
(WREGIS). 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
Staff recommends the Commission approve Letter Agreement No. 20-DSR-12963 with WAPA and 
authorize the Executive Director to execute. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Contractors will pay their proportionate share of costs to implement the agreement which are 
estimated to be approximately $15,363.66 annually. 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 

A. Renewable Portfolio Standard and SB 358 (2019)

Nevada enacted a Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) that requires retail electric energy 
providers to deliver a certain percentage of renewable energy to its end-use customers.     Senate 
Bill 358, which was signed into law on April 22, 2019, increased the RPS for retail electric energy 
providers to 50% by 2030 and allowed federal hydropower resources to be used to meet the 
Nevada RPS.   

SB358 also imposed a requirement on certain entities, including the Commission, to report to the 
Nevada Office of Energy, on their progress toward meeting the Nevada RPS.  The Commission is 
subject to this reporting requirement for service to its full requirements contractors at the Black 
Mountain Industrial Complex.  Some of the Commission’s contractors have similar reporting 
requirements to the Nevada Office of Energy or the Public Utilities Commission of Nevada (PUCN). 

B. Boulder Canyon Project (BCP) (aka Hoover) Contract Provisions

Subsection 6.11.6 of the Commission’s contract with the Western Area Power Administration 
(WAPA) for the purchase of power from Hoover gives the Commission the right to use the 
Environmental Attributes available from Hoover generation for compliance purposes and the state 
Hoover contracts passes that right to the Commission’s contractors.  The Environmental Attributes 
include what WAPA refers to as Renewable Energy Certificates or RECs and what Nevada calls 
Portfolio Energy Credits or PECs. 

Continued on next page… 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM E (CONTINUED) 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND (CONTINUED): 

C. Letter Agreement between the Commission and WAPA

The attached Letter Agreement with WAPA is intended to implement the provisions of Subsection 
6.11.6 of the BCP Energy Service Contract. The Letter Agreement with WAPA provides for WAPA 
to transfer Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) to the Commission.  A REC is an electronic 
certificate created by an independent third party, and stored in a tracking system, that certifies that 
the energy produced by a generator is “renewable” energy.  Certificates are tracked in a system 
for transparency and to prevent the double counting of RECs toward meeting compliance 
obligations.   

Under the Letter Agreement WAPA and the Commission are agreeing to use the Western 
Renewable Energy Generation System (WREGIS) for tracking the certificates.  WREGIS is 
operated by the Western Energy Coordinating Council in Salt Lake City, Utah.  

Once the RECs are in the system, RECs can be stored for future compliance, transferred to 
another entity, retired by the entity that has a compliance obligation, or taken out of circulation.  In 
accordance with the WAPA agreement, WAPA will establish a WREGIS account so that they can 
register Hoover as a renewable resource and transfer RECs to the Commission.  The Commission 
will establish an account with WREGIS and accept the transfer of RECs from WAPA.  WAPA will 
charge the Commission for its costs to transfer RECs to the Commission, including fees charged 
to it by WREGIS.  The total cost for WAPA’s fees and Commission’s fees is estimated to be 
approximately $15,363.66 annually.  These fees will be paid by the Commission’s BCP contractors. 

Once RECs are transferred from WAPA to the Commission, the RECs will be handled in 
accordance with each contractor’s instructions. 

D Commission REC Program 

The attached document entitled “Commission REC Program Use of Hydropower Renewable 
Energy Certificates (RECs) to Meet the Nevada Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS)” (aka 
Commission REC Program) provides further details about the Commission’s proposed REC 
program. 

E Contractor Outreach 

Staff had informal meetings with contractors about ways to comply with the RPS and track the 
certificates.  In October, Staff provided contractors with a copy of this Commission REC Program 
document and a draft of the proposed WAPA agreement.   

Staff conducted virtual meetings with interested contractors.  Following those meetings, Staff 
issued a notice to its contractors (sample attached) informing the contractors that the Commission 
would be implementing this program and informing them that the Commission would be passing 
through the cost of implementation for the program as provided for in section 13 of the 
Commission’s Contract for the Sale of Electric Service from the Boulder Canyon Project with each 
of its contractors.  Staff also requested that each contractor return a signed Exhibit 1 containing 
the specific instructions that Staff should follow to dispose of their RECs.   



Letter Agreement No. 20-DSR-12963 
Colorado River Commission of Nevada 

Boulder Canyon Project 
Environmental Attributes 

ELECTRONIC DELIVERY 

Mr. Eric P. Witkoski 

Executive Director 

Colorado River Commission of Nevada 

555 East Washington Avenue, Suite 3100 

Las Vegas, NV 89101 

Dear Mr. Witkoski: 

Pursuant to the Boulder Canyon Project Electric Service Contract No. 16-DSR-12669 (BCP ES 
Contract), the Colorado River Commission of Nevada (CRCNV) received the right to utilize the 
Environmental Attributes associated with the hydropower in the BCP ES Contract. The CRCNV 
has requested that Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) Desert Southwest Region 
(DSR) utilize the Western Renewable Energy Generation Information System (WREGIS) to 
track and transfer the Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) associated with the Environmental 
Attributes in the BCP ES Contract. 

This Letter of Agreement No. 20-DSR-12963 (Agreement) provides the terms, costs and 

conditions under which WAPA-DSR will transfer RECs associated with the CRCNV's 

Environmental Attributes in WREGIS. CRCNV and WAPA DSR are sometimes referred to 

individually as Party and collectively as Parties. 

Agreement: In accordance with, and subject to, the provisions of this Agreement, the Parties 

agree to the terms and conditions set forth as follows. 

1. Term:

1.1 This Agreement shall become effective upon execution by the Parties, and shall 
remain in effect until December 31, 2025, and shall automatically renew for 

successive commitment periods of five (5) years thereafter, provided, that this 
Agreement is subject to termination as provided for in Subsections 1.2, 1.3, and 
1 .4, herein. This Agreement shall, however, not extend under any circumstances 

beyond September 30, 2067, the termination date of the BCP ES Contract. 
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Department of Energy 
Western Area Power Administration 

Desert Southwest Customer Service Region 
P.O. Box 6457 

Phoenix, AZ  85005-6457 

September 1, 2020
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CRCNV REC Program 

Use of Hydropower Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) to Meet the Nevada 
Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) 

Legislation 

Senate Bill 358 (SB358) was signed into law on April 22, 2019.  Among other things, SB358 
increased the Nevada Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) to 50% by 2030 and made it applicable 
to certain public entities, including the CRCNV.  The law allows certain federal hydropower to be 
used toward meeting the Nevada RPS. 

Most entities that have a compliance obligation under SB358 must file a compliance report with 
the Public Utilities Commission of Nevada (PUCN).  Entities, including the CRCNV, that are subject 
to NRS 704.787 must file a report with the Nevada Office of Energy instead of the PUCN.  Section 
9 of SB 358, in pertinent part, states: 

 “A provider of electric service that is subject to NRS 704.787 shall, on or before July 1 of each 
year, submit to the Director of the Office of Energy… a report that contains the information 
described in subsection 4 of NRS 704.7825.” 

CRCNV Contracts with WAPA 

The CRCNV’s contracts with Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) for the purchase of 
hydropower from the Boulder Canyon Project (Hoover Dam) and the Salt Lake City Area 
Integrated Projects (SLCAIP) contain provisions under which federal contractors, such as the 
CRCNV, have the right to use Environmental Attributes associated with their hydropower 
contracts.  Environmental Attributes are environmental characteristics that are attributable to 
renewable energy resources and in this context are tracked using Renewable Energy Certificates 
or RECs1.   

While the CRCNV’s current contract for Parker-Davis Power provides no specific provisions for 
the use of Environmental Attributes, WAPA is willing to facilitate its contractors use of 
Environmental Attributes from that project consistent with WAPA policy since in Nevada the 
power produced from Parker-Davis would qualify under NRS 704.7804, as a renewable energy 
system.  

Agreements for the Transfer and Tracking of RECs 

CRCNV Staff has reviewed various ways to transfer and track the RECs and Staff has determined 
that the best and most transparent method is to use the Western Renewable Energy Generations 
Information System better known as “WREGIS”.   WREGIS is operated by the Western Energy 
Coordinating Council (WECC) in Salt Lake City, Utah.   WREGIS facilitates transfers, enables 
retirement of used certificates, and brings transparency to the use of the RECs and is generally 
accepted in the energy markets in the West.   WREGIS issues one REC for each MWh of renewable 

1 In Nevada, environmental attributes are tracked through a system using “portfolio energy certificates” or PECs. 
See NRS 704.78215. For consistency with WAPA and WREGIS, the CRCNV will use the term REC instead of PEC. 
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generation.  WREGIS accounts are similar to bank accounts.  RECs are deposited and managed 
within these accounts. RECs can be banked in a sub-account, transferred, retired, or exported to 
a WREGIS Compatible Tracking System at the discretion of the certificate holder. 

To facilitate the transfer of RECs from WAPA to the CRCNV, the CRCNV and WAPA have entered 
into various agreements including a letter agreement  with WAPA – DSR that provides for the 
terms of the transfer of RECs from the Boulder Canyon Project using WREGIS, an anticipated 
similar letter agreement with WAPA – DSR regarding Parker Davis RECs and a short notice to 
WAPA – CRSP for SLCAIP RECs.  

These Letter Agreements and Notice require WAPA to transfer 100% of the hydropower RECs 
associated with the CRCNV’s allocations of hydropower into WREGIS. The CRCNV is required 
under the WAPA-DSR agreements to pay all of WAPA-DSR’s costs for such transfers. 

CRCNV Guidelines 

The CRCNV’s will maintain consistency with its hydropower contracts with WAPA and WAPA 
policies in its treatment of RECs and to utilize a WREGIS account to both accept the transfer of 
hydropower RECs from WAPA and provide those RECs to its own Contractors. 

Transfer Process 

By April 2 of each year, starting with April 2022, WAPA will transfer RECs for the prior calendar 
year into the CRCNV’s WREGIS account.   Calendar year 2021 RECs will be the first vintage of RECs 
that are transferred to the CRCNV.  The CRCNV will, within 10 business days following the deposit 
of RECs into the CRCNV’s WREGIS account, dispose of its’ contractors share of RECs in the manner 
agreed to between the CRCNV and the Contractor. 

If requested by the Contractor, the CRCNV will, within 45 business days from the conclusion of 
each quarter, following receipt from WAPA , provide a report of generation values for each quarter 
to the Contractor showing the Contractors’ share of generation uploaded by WAPA to WREGIS.  

Contractor Disposition of RECs 

The CRCNV will document, through a signed Exhibit to the CRCNV’s Contractor REC Notice, the 
process that the CRCNV Staff will follow for the disposition of that Contractor’s RECs.  Contractors 
may request that the CRCNV Staff: 

• transfer RECs to a WREGIS account held by the Contractor;
• hold the Contractors’ RECs in an active subaccount;
• retire RECs in WREGIS that the Contractor is claiming to be used to meet the Nevada

RPS;
• place the RECs in a reserve account if the RECs have been transferred out of the

WREGIS system to a third party who is not a WREGIS Account Holder or have been
exported to a tracking system other than WREGIS.
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Lay Off/Pooling of Hydropower and RECs 

RECS are associated with the Contractors’ hydropower allocations.  As a result, whenever the 
CRCNV lays off or pools power among its Contractors, the RECs will remain associated with the 
hydropower energy.  That is, the recipient of the hydropower that has been laid off or pooled will 
also receive the associated RECs. 

Third Party Transactions and RECs 

Consistent with the Commission’s contracts with WAPA and the Commission’s contracts with each 
of its Contractors, the Commission must approve the third-party sale, transfer, or exchange of 
RECs from the federal Hydropower projects.  A “Third Party” is an entity outside of the CRCNV 
and its current Contractors. 

Contractor Payment for RECs 

The CRCNV expects to incur, and pass through to its Contractors each year, their pro-rata share of 
the following fees to implement this REC transfer program: 

• A one-time contract development fee assessed by WAPA-DSR to develop the REC
Agreement with CRCNV.    One-time contract development fees are applicable to
each Hoover and Parker-Davis REC agreement.

• An annual fee assessed by WAPA-DSR for the upcoming calendar year to recover
WAPA-DSR’s estimated labor and expenses, and fees assessed by WREGIS to
transfer RECs to the CRCNV’s account.

• An annual fee and costs assessed by WREGIS to the CRCNV for the upcoming
calendar year, to establish a WREGIS account, transfer RECs, dispose of contractor
RECs, and provide reports.

For Calendar year 2021, each Contractors’ pro-rata share of estimated REC transfer program costs 
will be included in the December 2020 service invoice.  For subsequent year transfers, the CRCNV 
will include estimated costs in the October service invoice for the upcoming calendar year.    

Each year, following transfer of RECs from WAPA to the CRCNV, estimated costs will be trued up 
to actual costs.  If actual costs are less than the estimated costs, the difference due to the 
Contractor will be applied towards the next calendar year costs.  If the actual costs are more than 
the estimated costs, the difference due to the CRCNV will be billed in the next service invoice.  

Additional Provisions Specific to BMI Contractors 

The CRCNV Staff will file a Report of Compliance with the Nevada Energy Office each year which 
will demonstrate the CRCNV’s compliance with the Nevada RPS for its energy sales to the BMI 
Complex.  The CRCNV Staff will report compliance at the Complex level, not the individual 
contractor level. 

The CRCNV Staff will retire RECs in WREGIS that the CRCNV Staff is using to meet the Nevada RPS.  
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The CRCNV Staff will bank 100% of the excess RECs that are not needed to meet its compliance 
obligation for the BMI Complex in any given year unless the Commission has approved the sale 
or transfer of such RECs to a party that is not a CRCNV contractor. 

The CRCNV will take whatever actions are needed to comply with the Nevada RPS and pass 
through any associated costs to the BMI Contractors. 
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STEVE SISOLAK, Governor 
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COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION 
OF NEVADA 

October 12, 2020 

Name
Title
Contractor
Address
City, State, Zip
Email Address

SUBJECT: Environmental Attributes and Western Renewable Energy Generation 
Information System (WREGIS) 

Dear Contractor: 

Pursuant to your Contract No.PXX-BCPESC-X for the Sale of Electric Service from the
Boulder Canyon Project (the "ESC"), you received the right to utilize the Environmental 
Attributes (defined in section 5.27 of the ESC) associated with the hydropower generated 
at Hoover Dam, subject to certain conditions, from the Colorado River Commission of 
Nevada (CRCNV). 

The CRCNV has requested that Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) Desert 
Southwest Region (DSR) utilize the Western Renewable Energy Generation Information 
System (WREGIS) to track the Hoover Environmental Attributes and transfer the 
Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) associated with tho�e Environmental Attributes. 

WREGIS issues and tracks RECs for generation of renewable-source electricity in the 
geographic area covered by the Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC). 
WREGIS also facilitates REC transfers, enables permanent retirement of RECs, assists 
regulators with the implementation of their renewable energy programs, and brings 
transparency to REC markets. WREGIS issues one REC for each MWh of renewable 
generation. WREGIS accounts are similar to bank accounts; RECs are deposited and 
managed within these accounts. RECs can be transferred, held in an active sub-account, 
retired, placed in a reserve account, or exported to a Compatible Tracking System at the 
discretion of the certificate holder. 

555 E. Washington Avenue, Suite 3100, Las Vegas, Nevada 89101-1065 Phone: (702) 486-2670 
Fax: (702) 486-2695 

http://crc.nv.gov 
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Name, Title
Contractor 

October 12, 2020 
Page 2 

There are fees associated with the WREGIS process as well as WAPA's costs in 
implementing and maintaining the Environmental Attribute program. Because each 
CRCNV Contractor is unique in its disposition of RECs, the estimated annual cost 
associated with management of your RECs is shown on the attached Exhibit 1 to this 
Notice. Pursuant to section 16.1.9 of the ESC, charges for the REC program will start 
appearing on your invoice in December of 2020. 

The Commission of the CRCNV will be considering the REC Agreement between the 
CRCNV a·nd WAPA, as well as discussing Contractor arrangements, at its November 
2020 meeting. A copy of that proposed Agreement is enclosed. 

Please review Exhibit 1 and make sure that it contains the disposition you require for your 
RECs. If it does not, please contact Lisa Ray at lray@crc.nv.gov as soon as possible. If 
Exhibit 1 is accurate, please sign it and return to the CRCNV no later than October 20, 
2020. Exhibit 1 is intended to document how you desire your RECs be handled, subject 
to the requirements contained in the ESC, CRCNV's REC Program, and the CRCNV's 
renewable energy reporting requirements. It is your obligation to inform the CRCNV of 
any changes and have Exhibit 1 updated accordingly. 

The CRCNV appreciates your cooperation as we institute this new aspect of our 
hydropower program. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact Lisa Ray at lray@crc.nv.gov. 

EW/glg 

Enclosures (2) 

Cc: 
GBates@crc. nv. gov 
LRay@crc.nv.gov 

Eric Witkoski 
Executive Director 
Colorado River Commission of Nevada 

555 E. Washington Avenue, Suite 3100, Las Vegas, Nevada 89101-1065 Phone: (702) 486-2670 
Fax: (702) 486-2695 

http://crc.nv.gov 
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Exhibit 1 to REC Notice 
Contract No. PXX-BCPESC-X

October 12, 2020 

Disposition of Contractor Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs): 

In accordance with the terms and conditions of Colorado River Commission of Nevada 
(CRCNV) and (Contractor) Contract No. PXX-BCPESC-X for the Sale of Electric
Service from the Boulder Canyon Project, as amended (ESC), CRCNVs REC 
Program, and for Nevada Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) compliance 
purposes, the Contractor's proportionate share of RE Cs will be: 

• Held, on behalf of the Contractor, in a CRCNV sub-account until such time the
contractor is required or desires to participate in the Nevada RPS.

Estimated Annual Cost to Manage Contractor's RECs: 

CY2021 Initial Cost: $

Estimated On-going Cost: $

These costs are estimates only and will be trued-up to actual costs following disposition 
of contractor RECs. Costs will vary from calendar year to calendar year due to 
fluctuations in generation, Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) labor costs and 
Western Renewable Energy Generation Information System (WREGIS) fees. 

Acknowledgement: 

I have reviewed the foregoing Exhibit 1 and it accurately describes Contractor's desired 
disposition of the RE Cs associated with the ESC. I understand it is my obligation to inform 
the CRCNV and seek its permission, if applicable, to change the disposition of such 
RECs. 

Date Name, Title
Contrator 

SAMPLE



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM F 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

SUBJECT: 
For Possible Action: Consideration of and possible action to approve a four-year contract in the 
amount of $1,200,000 for services of an independent contractor among PAR Electrical 
Contractors, Inc. (PAR) and the Colorado River Commission of Nevada (Commission) for 
Transmission and Distribution System Support Services. 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
Staff recommends the Commission approve a four-year contract in the amount of $1,200,000 for 
services of independent contractor among PAR Electrical Contractors, Inc. and the Commission 
for Transmission and Distribution System Support Services and authorize the Executive Director 
to execute. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Four-year contract with a not to exceed amount of $1,200,000. 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 

A. Background on Operations

The Colorado River Commission of Nevada (Commission) owns and operates high-voltage 
transmission and distribution system consisting of two 230/69-kV substations, three 230/14.4-kV 
substations, four 69/13.8-kV substations, seven 69/4.16-kV substation, 32 miles of 230-kV 
transmission lines, 5 miles 69-kV overhead transmission lines, eleven miles of 69-kV underground 
transmission lines and other related facilities in Clark County, Nevada.  In addition, the Commission 
is responsible for the operation and maintenance of ten additional substations owned by the 
Southern Nevada Water Authority and three owned by the Clark County Water Reclamation 
District. 

B. Request for Proposals

The RFP for labor services was posted in the Las Vegas Review Journal, on the Commission 
website and on NVEPro beginning on June 8, 2020.  In addition to being posted, it was also sent 
to 17 vendors directly through NVEPro and 3 vendors independently via email.  

On July 15, 2020, the question period ended with no questions submitted.  Submissions for the 
proposals were hosted electronically by NVEPro and were downloaded and then emailed to the 
Commission Staff.   Deadline for submissions ended at 1:59 pm on August 24, 2020.  One proposal 
was received in response to the RFP.  The evaluation period took place the week of September 
21, 2020 and was determined the proposal complied with the requirements of the RFP. 

PAR Electrical Contractors Inc., submitted a proposal through a Request for Proposal (RFP) 
process carried out by the Commission.   

Continued on next page… 

WITHDRAWN



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM F (CONTINUED) 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND (CONTINUED): 

C. Agreement for Consideration

The agreement proposes to retain the services of PAR Electrical Contractors, Inc. for a contract 
term of four years, anticipated to begin December 1, 2020.  Work under the agreement will be at 
the request of the Commission’s customers, such as Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) 
and Clark County Water Reclamation District (CCWRD), and Basic Substation Project. 
Additionally, the contract will cover services if needed for the Commission’s high-voltage facilities, 
which provides power to our water pumping, wastewater treatment and industrial power customers. 

The work will be authorized by Commission Staff through the development and execution of written 
task authorizations.  The total combined value of task authorizations under this agreement shall 
not exceed $1,200,000 over the term of the contract.  This amount of the contract is based on an 
estimated cost of a catastrophic event.  The contract enables the Commission Staff to be prepared 
with resources if such a contingency occurs. 

Under the contract, Each Task Authorization shall contain: 

• a detailed description of the work to be performed by the contractor;
• a detailed breakdown of costs to be paid by the Commission to the contractor for

performance of the work; and
• a schedule identifying the timeframe under which the work is to be completed.

Staff recommends the Commission approve the contract and authorize the Executive Director to 
execute.  

WITHDRAWN



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM G 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER  10, 2020 

SUBJECT: 
For Information Only.  Update on Legislative, Audit, and Budget matters. 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
None. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 

Staff will provide report at the meeting. 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM H 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

SUBJECT: 
For Information Only:  Update on pending legal matters, including Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission or Public Utilities Commission of Nevada filings. 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
None. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 

Special Counsel will provide an update at the meeting. 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM I 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

SUBJECT: 
For Information Only: Status update from Staff on the hydrological conditions, drought, and 
climate of the Colorado River Basin, Nevada’s consumptive use of Colorado River water, the 
drought contingency plan, impacts on hydropower generation, electrical construction activities 
and other developments on the Colorado River. 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
None. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 

Staff will provide report at the meeting. 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM J 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

SUBJECT: 
Comments from the public. (No action may be taken on a matter raised under this item of the 
agenda until the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an item upon which 
action may be taken.) 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
None. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM K 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

SUBJECT: 
Comments and questions from the Commission members. 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
None. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM L 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

SUBJECT: 
Selection of the next possible meeting date. 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
None. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 

The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 8, 2020, at the 
Clark County Government Center, Commission Chambers, 500 South Grand Central Parkway, 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM M 

FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

SUBJECT: 
Adjournment. 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
None. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 
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